Introduction to MovieMaker  Lesson Plan
The easiest way to introduce MovieMaker is to create a PowerPoint that walks the class through the steps.  

Teacher Preparation

Begin the PowerPoint with a short MovieMaker video that has been inserted into the PowerPoint presentation.  Make sure the topic of the movie is something that will capture your audience’s attention.  For my 8th graders, I usually use either a skateboarding or surfing theme along with popular music.
To insert movie into PowerPoint:  open the PowerPoint file you want the movie to be included in, click on  Insert in the upper toolbar, select Movies and Sounds, then choose Movie from File ~ navigate to the correct file, click on the file name and then click OK in the lower right corner.

Have a handout with directions so that the students can refer back to it when creating their own movie.

It helps to give specific directions as to what the students will be creating ~ ambiguity leads to frustration ~ and remember tell them time limit.  

Often the first assignment is for the students to pick ANY topic and use ANY music ~ this allows them freedom and choices ~ but I am always clear that the topic and music MUST be PG-rated (no curse words or offensive lyrics).
If they get stuck ~ some suggestions:  extreme sports highlights, create a movie trailer for a current movie, information on local events or places, create a museum or theme park commercial.  

Download Audacity to your computers.  (Free download from Internet)

Pull 5 or 6 pictures into the collection area of MovieMaker.
Create “sound bites” folder under My Music.
Planning and scheduling
It takes about 35 minutes to walk through the PowerPoint presentation.

Students need at least 2 class periods to create their movie. 
Build time into the schedule so that they can share their movies ~ if time is limited, then make the movie time limit short (one minute movies).  

Recording in a large class

Most microphones will pick up sound within about 5 feet.

To reduce noise in the background, I assign 3 computers to be recording stations.  These stations are at least 6 feet apart.

Each person is given 5 minutes to record and save their files to a USB key.

It really helps to have them figure out what they want to say and write it out before their recording session.
Everyone else MUST be quiet during recording sessions (even ME!)  On recording days, I carry around a notepad to communicate with the students so I am not talking either.

Showcasing the best movies

Some schools have morning TV, the movies can be used as an opening or ending to the show.

Other schools have a TV in their entrance area with a looping PowerPoint ~ the movies can be added as an opening or ending.

Back to school night ~ you can have the movies playing the background during class transition time.

Lesson progression outline (PowerPoint progression)  this takes about 35 minutes
· Capture attention with sample MovieMaker (changing the first PP slide to your movie)
· Students use simple voice recorder imbedded in computer (talking about a picture you have chosen from their collection ~ replace the second slide)
· Show students where they will be saving all their audio files (sound bites folder)

· Students open MovieMaker and walk through how to use it.
· Students import a sound file (the one they created earlier)

· Students add sound to the intro movie they have created.

· Students listen (with headphones)

· Show students Audacity.

Note: The PowerPoint has teacher explanations in the Notes section at the bottom.  To print them, when in the Print dialogue box  under Print what:

Select Notes Pages (you will get one page for each PowerPoint slide). 
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