Site Support: Funds are requested in support of site operation and minor maintenance.  Costs are described below on a per site basis.  The budget reflects the ten Rutgers sites contributing to the overall network.  Site costs include communications, power, backup media, and supplies.  The communication costs (with a primary and secondary line) are estimated at $90/month ($1,080/year).   The vendor and method vary from cellular modems to satellite links depending on site location and available infrastructure.     Power costs are estimated at $120/month ($1,440/year).  These include utility bills to run the HF Radar equipment, computer, and air conditioner.  Back up media include portable external hard drives (2 @ $300 each) and appropriate media ($400) for permanent back up of raw level data including range series and spectra.   Supplies for each site include those needed for regular site maintenance (gps antennas, UPS batteries, cables etc.) excluding HF Radar system hardware (transmitters, receivers, antennas).  Supplies will be site specific and include guide lines, stakes, electrical tape, back-up generators, etc.  Other costs include training fees associated with the annual vendor training centers.  Ship time is also requested to cover costs associated with antenna pattern validation runs throughout the network.  These calibrations will be coordinated through the regional coordination center and be run in compliance with national standards.  Funds are also set aside for travel by the operator to and from the shore stations. 
