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•http://www.jason.oceanobs.com/html/missions/jason/lancement_uk.html
Jason-1 launch from Vandenburg Airforce Base, California.

Topex/Poseidon launched with Ariane rocket
http://sealevel.jpl.nasa.gov/gallery/videos.html



Hohmann Transfer

Maneuver to different inclination







Sidereal day = time it takes for Earth to rotate 360o slightly 
which is slightly shorter than a solar day (24 hours)

There 365.25 solar days in a year but 366.25 sidereal days

Sidereal day = 365.25/366.25*24 = 29.93 hours





Terra satellite, Modis instrument, day 01/28/2006













Internet resources on orbits and launches

• http://science.nasa.gov/realtime/jtrack/Spacecraft.html
Shows ground tracks and 3-D orbits for all satellites

– Notice the clusters of satellites in the major categories or orbits
• Geostationary
• Polar orbiting (NOAA, Topex, ERS, Envisat)
• Low Earth orbit (Iridium, HST, ISS)
• GPS

– Unusual orbits (especially ground track)
• Chandra
• IMAGE
• CRRES (in a geosynchronous transfer orbit)

• http://heavens-above.com
Shows predicted orbits and visibility magnitudes and star charts of pass 
trajectories for all satellites

– See Homework 2

• http://www.jason.oceanobs.com/html/missions/jason/lancement_uk.html
Jason-1 launch from Vandenburg Airforce Base, California. 


