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Did you start your paper with a scientific question in mind? For example, “How do hatchling turtles find their way out to sea?” or “What is the cause of the apparent increase in the number of harmful algal blooms off the northeast coast of the United States and Canada?” Make sure the Introduction clearly lays out a road map of where your paper is heading in the first paragraph. Use a scientific writing style similar to that used in the scientific papers you have read. Put things in your own words and avoid direct quotations.
Style Checklist for 01/11:628:200 Term Paper

1) Title page with title, author’s name, and date

2) Number the pages of the paper, including the references.

3) Follow the instructions on how to cite papers in journals, and chapters or sections of books and monographs, in the text.

4) Follow the instructions on how to list the references to these citations.

5) If you cite a reference you have not read yourself (e.g., Baker et al. 1997), which you found in another paper (e.g., Victor 2000), cite it as Baker et al. 1997 in Victor 2000.  Put both references in your reference list, but add a footnote to Baker et al. indicating that you have not actually seen the reference.

6) Make sure that every citation corresponds with a reference, and that there are no references that are not cited in the text.

7) Read your paper over one last time to check for spelling and grammar errors that your word processing program did not catch. Have a friend read it once to catch the errors you missed.

8) Double check that you have not misused some common, confusing pairs of words: e.g., affect/effect, that/which, among/between, principle/principal, theory/hypothesis.

9) Remember that ‘data’ is the plural of ‘datum’, ‘bacteria’ is the plural of ‘bacterium’, and ‘zooxanthellae’ is the plural of ‘zooxanthella’.  Make sure these nouns agree with their verbs.  For example, ‘data are’.

10) Remember to include your library search strategy i.e., how did you find the references you have used.

